Wool ind Catrel. 


"Ig A Letter written to 4 Friend, 


Occaſ1 on'd upon: a i 3 
CONCERNING .. k 


The great Abatements of Rents, 
A285Dd 


Low ValfE.q of L a wÞs. 2 
W herein is level how their Worth and” [ 


Value may be advanced by the Improvement of the. b 
ManufaQure of our Engliſh Wool,and the ſpending 1 


of our Cattel. 


And is farther proved, thac Cloathing and Hoſpitality q 
tend to the ſupport of the Honour, Wealth, and ——_— 3 
our Engliſh Nation. 5 


* A 
Ln — —— . _—_ Ju —— —_ — 7 —_— — 2:4 


Licenſed, March 28, 1677. Ko. L&jtrange. 


LOND 0 N: Printed by 4 c. for Wil, Cr 0h, at the Green 
Dragon without emple-bar. 1 6 7 7. 


AG a TO 
$222022923599229 
A LEerTTERr written to a Friend, 
OCCASIONED 


 Upona DISCOURSE 


Goncerning the great Abatement of REN TS, 
And the Low Value now upon LANDS. 


Ere it not for diſcovering my ſelf in 
that Nature which I am altggether 
averſe to, I would here makea De- 
dication of this to, your Name, and 
thereby let the Nation know, hew 
truely and vigilantly you concern your ſelf for the 
Publick Good and Welfare of your Country.. But 
your Actions ſhew that, as well as your Loyalty to your 
King, which can only render you the more fit for Pu- 
blick Imployment, 

Sir, You may pleaſe to remember,upon the Diſcourſe 
we had on this SubjeR, that it was your deſire I would 
give you the Heads and Subſtance thereof againſt the 
Meeting of the Parliament ; that as you found a con- 
venient opportunity and compliance with you herein 
by ſome of your Fellow-Members, with whom yon KS 
did intend firſt to adviſe, you would accoftlingly pro- '% 
ceed 1a it for the Publick-Good. 

A 2 Sir, 
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Sir, I have perform'd my promiſe, and done my en- 
deavour 3 which, conlidering the ſhortneſs of the time 
I hal forthe expreſſing my thoughts, I hope you will 
excuſe t'ie rice dreſs it comes to your hands in: the 
plainer E-gliſh it ſpeaks, the better it ſuits with, and 
molt agreable is to its deſigne. Bat I judge it will meet 
with many ſqueamiſh and outlandiſh Stomacks, that 
cannot digelt our Ergliſh Food 3 and many others that 
muſt wear finer Cloath than can be made of their own 
Wool : for theſe I except againſt, they are the chief 
perſons concern'd, and their Evidence 1s not to be taken 
in their own Cauſe. For as they bear no part with us 
but in the general Loſs, ſo we will leave them, ill 
their own experience makes them ſenſible what ene- 
mies they have been already to themſelves and the 
whole Kingdom, and what they will be to the Ages 
that ſucceed them. But the true- bred Exgliſhmar is the 

erſon here to be diſcours'd with, who I am ſure will 
willingly put to his helping hand to .re tore his Lands 
to their former Value and Worth again. And although 
many Offers have been made of late years for Erglands. 
Improvement, which ſhews that we are ſuffictcatly 
ſenſible of onr decaying Condition, if we could þut tell 
how to help our ſelves, yet it 1s a great Queſtion, 
Whether ſeveral: of theſe Defignes might in the end 
prove for the real Good'and: Beneitt of this Kingdom : 
As to endeavour, the Planting or ſeveral Forreign Com- 
modities, whereby to engroſs the Mauuftacture of o- 
ther Nations to our ſelves ; for the ſaving, as we al- 
ledge, many thouſands of Pounds at home, which they 
coff us abroad: : And the cutting of ſo many Rivers, to 
make them Navigable through the very heart of moſt 


parts of the Kingdom to Loxdor, whereby all our 
Trade 


Trade and Carriage might paſs up and down without 
Waggons and Hortles, at far cheaper rates than now 
they do by them, with ſeveral other the like Pro- 
jets, that carry with them fair pretences of Thrift and 
Good Huſbandry ; while on the. other hand it might 
eaſily be made appear, that many of thoſe deſignes 
would prove ſo diladvantageous to us, notwithſtanding: 
the ſpecious ſhew of profit, that our Lands, which are 
already fallen a third part, would not then in moſt 
parts. of the Kingdom.yield the one half, eſpecially the 
Paſture and Meadow-grounds. For it 1s not the having 
all things of our own growth on the one hand, and 
the ſaving of our Money onthe other, can make us 
rich; neitaer can our increaſeand plenty in ſome ſence 
be ſaid to be our Wealth, 1f we have not a ſuitable 
Vend and Conſumption thereof : Beſides, Nature hath. 
otherwaies provided, and ſo furnifht. each. particular 
Part of the World with ſomething which the reſt 
want, whereby to preſerve a. Friendſhip and Commerce 
together. 

Sir, I have hinted at this, that the following Dif- 
courſe might meet with the leſs prejudice, when the ' 
deſigne of it (hall appear, That it 1s not for the pro- 
hibiting any Forraign Commodity, or for. the ingroſ- 
| ſing all within our own growth; but that which we 
call. our owa Growth and Manufacture may be ſpent, 
if not by. others abroad, yet among our ſelves at home :. 
And this { think is fo reaſonable, that no Nation in the 
World but will allow us that liberty. 

Let us now proceed to that which 1s intended 1n this 
following Diſcourſe, and 1n the firſt place ta ſhew how 
mach our Eſtates: and Rents are fallen from their for- 
mer. Value- withia rhelc few years, and what may pro- 
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bably-be the Cauſes thereof 5 with ſome ways and 
means - that may be conceived neceſſary to reſtore thetm/ 
to that yalue and eſteem again. boy. 

Firſt then; that our Rents are abated, and that- the! 
Value of our Lands are fo fallen, moſt mens particular 
experience will juſtifie me 1n the truth hereof : For 
from Twenty years purchaſe, the uſual rate not many 
years fince, they are now funk to 18 at the higheſt, and 
in ſome places 16 or 17 Years purchaſe is the ſelling 
rate, and theſe very ſame Eſtates too at a low under- 
value. So-that if we ſum up what an Hundred Pound a 
: Year, the Rent well paid, was worth 3o or 4o years 
ſince, in the beginning of our late Rebellious Wars, 
we ſhall finde that the real value of our Eſtates are a 
third part leſs than they were then, and but two parts 
of three of what Money they would have yielded then, 
can now beraiſed, where any man hath occaſion to ſell.” 
For Example, Let an Hundred Pound a Year be the 
Standard; the juſt value then this Hundred Pound a 
Year would have yielded at 20 Years purchaſe, is Two 
Thouſand Pound : Now there 1s twenty Pound a year 
with the leaſt, and in many places thirty Pound a year' 
abatement in Reat out of this 100: we will touch the 
ſore as ealie as poſſible, and allow but 20 per Annum 
abatement, ſo there remains but 80, which at eighteen 
Years purchaſe comes to 1440 /. So that at this rate 
here 18 neara third part loſt of the real value what the 
Lands and Eſtates of the Kingdom were formerly 
worth. And this we may believe the preſent Parlia- 
ment are very ſenſible of, witneſs their many Debates 
in their late ſeveral S-ſſons, about raiſing Money for his 
Majeſties Supplies, and the great care the Houſes then 


took in all thoſe Debates, that none of thoſe Supplies 
ſhould 
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Mpuld be provided - for by a Land-Tax, whilſt there 
@@{4 anv other way poſlibly be found out or thought 
»»n. And thoſe” ſmall helps, as the Exciſe on the 
Flaw, &c. which are fo long a raiſing, but a very in- 
eolfiderable Sum atlaſt, cannot be lookt upon to ſtand 
te King or Kingdom in any ſtead, ſhould there be any 
etfFaordiaary occaſion for Money. It we ſhould ex- 
peg \ any ſupply from the Merchant and from Trade, 
they will tell you, Fhat there is as much Cuſtome and 
ExArt laid upon all forts of Commodities, as the Trade 
rable to bear : this ſhall be the general Anſwer of the 
hole body of Merchants and the Whole-fale Dealers 

throughout the Kingdom, eſpecially in Lo»dox: fo that 
Wittle help is to be expected from them. What encou- 
ragenient then haveweto take all the care I ry to. 
Telerve that which will ſtand us but in little ſtead, and 
to” geglect-that which muſt be our only ſupport and 
RayTh our greateſt 'neceſlity? © Have we not treaſon then 
yerdeivour the reſtoring our Lands and Rents to their 
former value and eſteem, when we have hardly any 
other.way left for the preſervation of our Lives, Eſtates, 
yea and our Trade too? For ſhould there be any ex-- 
#aorginary occaſion for a. preſent Supply of Money, 
when WP Heads and Wits are puzzel'd which way to 
raiſe it, there can be no ſpeedier way: poſhbly found 
out, than by a Land-Tax, ( or Subſidy) which-is much - 
the ſame, provided our Lands and Rents may be raiſed 
to their former value and eſteem. 

* This being-then the true ſtate of the Caſe, and the 
condition we are fallen into fince the beginning of the 
late War, let us now proceed to examine the Caules of 
this-great Miſchief, to make way: for remedying the 
fame ; and theſe (with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments) 
4 may. 
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may be ſumm'd up into theſe Two grand ones. 

Firſt, The low price our Wool now bears, which at 
this time is not worth above 7 d. a-pound : the ſame a 
few years ſince was worth 12 4d. and in the very height * 
of our War was worth 16 d. and 18 d. apound ; and. 
as the price of this one Staple-Commodity did abate, 
ſo we may eaſily fatisfie our ſelves that our Rents did 
accordingly fall, and by conſequence Land vid. by de- 
grees loole its eſteem as to the years purchaſe. .* 

Secondly, The laying aſide that Hoſpitality and 
good Houſe-keeping (which was the Glory and Ho- 
nour of this Nation) whereby our Cattle ſo much 1n- 
creasd upon us, that many of them ſtood us 1n little 
other ſtead, than to ſpend our Graſs and Hay, that it 
might not rot upon the Ground, or Iye upon our 
hands: And was the occaſion of that 7riſþ Act, the 
conſequences whereof we are ſomething ſenſible of, 
though not ſo much as another Age perhaps may be; 
quite contrary to the practice of former Ages, when 
we were forc'd to keep Lent, chiefly to. preſerve our 
young Cattle for a breed. 

Theſe are the two chief and principal Commodities, 
(to wit) our Wool and Cattle, the low Rates of which 
we may conceive without diſpute to be the great Cau- 
ſes of the abatement of Rents, and low value now upon 
Land : And theſe brought to the prices they were for- 
merly at, wemay hope to ſee onr Kingdom as flouriſh- 
ing as in former Ages, as full of Plenty and Peace at 
home, and as much honour'd and fear'd abroad as evcr : 
What Ezgliſb-man: is there that would not rejoy ce to 
ſee that day 2 And let bit each particular pe: on, up- 
on examining this Diſcourſe, ſet to his belping band 
according to his Quality, and the Capacity he 15 10, 

We 
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| we'rhay fees fale progreſs towards it in © few” years.” 
Let us. enquire in the. firſt place into the Reaſons of + 


S the low Rates and Prices of our Wool; and we fhall 


finde that we 'may bring them under theſe few 'chicf * 


Heads : For I ſhall not concern my (elf with'the faQious 


hqymouxps' of many, and [ fear a great part'of-our Clo- | 
thiers and Traders, and their deſigns too, in falliagthe - 
price. of our Wool; 'which in trme together with their : 


;Fations we hope may wear out. 


'T.* Firfithen, The great quantity of - Spang/ſh Woot 
ſold hereat very low. rates, and that made into Cloath, - 
and a good part of it worn by our ſelves, is a very great”/ 


_ Gauſe of the abatement and1low price of ours, 


2. Secondly, The not wearing and otherways ufing 
the Cloath ,madeof our own'Woo!, both by our ſelves ' 
at home, 'and by our People, in our feveral Plantations. - 
abroad,” may be Tookt upon as another Cauſe of the 


great abatement of the price of our Wool. © - -- 


. 1 © * Fg ” 


3. Thirdly, The decaying condition of the Merchant- 


' Adventuters,and Hamborough-Company, who did for- 
merly fend away ſo many of our Ezglif-Cloaths 'into 


Germany, and all thoſe Eaſtern parts 'of Exrope, more / 


than they now do, may be recken'd another Cauſe of 
the low price'of our Wool. | 

' 4+ Fonrthly, The not making our Cloath of that 

 {izeand ſubſtance as it ought to be,as by ſeveral Statutes 


to that purpoſe it may appear 4 and for which- the - 


Alxage-Office was at firſt eſtabliſht. 
© "5. And/afily, The great Abuſes and Cheats of late 
years put upon our Clothiers, by the Brokers and 


Fa@ors at Blackwe//-Hall,. to the breaking and undoing 


of many of our young Clothiers,eſpecially if their Stocks 


| be fall.” Theſe may be accounted ſome of the chiet - 


B Cauſes 
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Cauſes of the great abatement. and law. price of pur. 
We will examine them in their order 3 andfirlt con-. 
cerning the Spaniſh Wool, If we look no farther back 
than 1660, the Year of his Majeſties happy Reſtaura- 
tion, we (hall finde that the Superfine Sparifh Wool (as 
they term it) was ſold for 4 s. and. 4 £.4.d.. the Pound, 
and the other ſorts at 3s. and 3 s. 6 d. the Pound, ac- 
cording as it was in goodneſs : And our Wool at that 
time was fold for 16 d. and 18 4. the Pound. Now 
this preſent year 1676 the Supertine Sperzſh Wool isnot 
worth above 25. or 2s. and 2d. thePouad, and the 
other ſorts at 20 d. and 224. the Pound; and our 
Wool will not yield above 7 d. or 8 d. a Pound, So 
that-in 16 Years time, our Wool is fallen the one half 
and more; and, ſo long as the Sp2niſþ Wool. is fqld at 
this low rate, it-is not likely that ours can advance, in 
price : And if ſo, then our Rents,- eſpecially ' thoſe 
Farms that depend moſt upon Corn and: Sheep, muſt 
continue at this low ebb they are now at, if they fall 
no lower. The removal then of this. great Miſchieh, is. 
the next thing we are to conſider ;- and herein T muſt 
content my felf to receive the Cenſures of ſeveral Per- 
ſons of the contrary party, I mean thole perſons whoſe 
fortanes and imployments lye principally 1n the buying, 
not growing of this, Commodity 3 but they are not ſo 
many. : LIN 
Firſt then, Spaziſh Wool mult of. neceſſity advance 
fomthing towards the price it was formerly. at, when our 
Wool yielded 16 4. and 18d. the Pound : For that 
beiog' ſo much finer than ours, and bearing but a low 
price, we cannot expect ours ſhould riſe: and if this 
advance. of the' Spaniſh W ool 1s not to be —_— 
rom 


69) 
from abroad, then -we muſt endeavour. what can be 
dang/atihame... wi. AL 
+ If ſome Daty or Cuſtome were laid upon it (I ſhall 
\not preſume' fo propoſe the Sum) ſo as to bring it'to 
bear a: conſiderable Rate ; His Majeſty by this means 
wauld receive a good addition to his Cuſtomes, and 
our. own. Waol would be brought to a confiderabls 
price... As for. the prohibiting this 'or mott other for= 
rain: Commadities, 'we may. tinde upon' examination; 
and:by experience too, that that way will not ſo well 
anſwer-our defigne, as the laying a ſufficient Duty up- 
on-them, more or leſs,- according to the quality of the 
Commodity. I will —_ only 1n the 1r;/þ AQ : if 
20 Or 3O s. more or leſs upoh a Bullock, and 5 s. upon 
a Sheep, orthereabout, had been laid as a Duty upon 
ther, inſtead of prohibiting them 3 we had: not only 
contimed ſtill our Trade and Commerce with them, 
but His Majeſty hd received ere this many a Thouſand 
Pound ' for his Cuſtome. For as the caſe now ſtands, 
the King receives no advantage by them ; His Officers 
in all Ports where they are landed (being not obliged 
by their Office, take no notice of them) do rather help 
the concealing them, than any way endeavour a ſeizure: 
which if otherwiſe, they were then all bound by their 
Offices to receive his Majeſties Duty ; and then each 
Bullock and Sheep paying ſo much Cuſtome, they 
could-not-under-ſell us; which was the great deſigne of 
that Act, viz. The keeping up the price of our Engliſh 
Cattle, Sothat an Impolt upon this, as well as all other 
Commadities, will better anſwer our Intereſt and De- 
lignes againſt them, than a Prohibition; for here can 
be no other ſhift, if the Officers be honeſt and careful, 
but the paying their Money. in: 
| B 2 But 
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But. here will ariſe an Objection. 168 on 
If this ſhould be ſo, that a Duty ſhould be impoſed up- 
0n the Spaniſh Wool, then would the Dutch 'and other 
Nations get awzy our Trade, by underſeling ws in all 


places where Spaniſh Cloath is a Commodity : For if we 


uſt pay dearer for our Wool than they, we cannot ex- 
pet? to have any Trade ( with them) where this Commos» 
dity is vended : For neither will our Clothiers make it, 
or our Merchants buy it, if they cannot:ſee ſome proba- 
bility of Profit and Advantage : Beſides, the Spaniard 
will take it amiſs if he ſhould ſuffer. by it and we muſt 
ot differ with him, with whom we have at this time ſo 
great a Trade. | [ SEL 
- Tothe firſtpart of this Objection 3 We muſt believe 
that the Dytch are a people that will looſe no oppor- 
tunity of profit where they can. get it 3 and if they 
could vend more Spaniſh Cloath than they do, we muſt 
alſo believe they would make more they could, they 
having the ſame liberty to buy the Wool as well as we. 
But there 1s little danger of their getting this Trade 
from us this way. For they have their hands as full 
already, and do make as much Cloath as they have 
people to imploy about it, with reſpect to their other 
uſineſs and Manufactures:” 

As to the other part of the Objection that concerns 
the Dutch, That if we give more for Spaniſh. Wosl thar 
they, then we wmuſb of courſe be underſold by them, and 
fo by conſequence looſe our Trade. 

We mult firſt be 1nform'd what ſort of Spaxi/fh Cloath 
it 15 they chiefly make, and where it 1s vended, to do 
us this miſchief. As for the ſorts of Cloath they make, 
they are moſt blacks, and many of them ſold here, and 
worn by our ſelves; and this I hope may be remedied : 

but 
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but. for the Medlies,I ſuppoſe they. make. but few, forthe 
French and others with whom we trade for them,cannort 
be furniſht by, any other Nation inthe world but by us;, 
ſo that if we raiſe the price of them among our ſelves , 
we ſhall not bein danger to bz underſold by the Dutch. 

And as to that part of the ObjeQion concerning the 
Spaniards receiving -a prejudice by. our. laying a Duty 
upon.their Wool, I caqnot ſee where. that can be ; For 
if -we buy itnot, and that the Dutch and others are able 
to Manufacture it, we only looſe our trade, but we do 
the Spaniard no injury at all:+But if we are the peo- 
ple that can make this Cloath ;as, well as'our own, and 
that the French and athers cannot. have thoſe ſorts of 
Medlies but: from our. hands;; then thoſe that trade with 
us for them, muſt advance their price according to what 
they will ſtand our Glothiers in, when a Duty ſhall be 
laid upon that Wool, $ 

\ But what is all this to that which we have to ſay for 
our ſelves? here is a third part of the real value of. Our 
Kingdom within theſe few years loſt, and that princi- 
pally by the fall in price of this one Commodity ; and 
we .have no way poſlibly left to, raiſe Money upon any 
urgent occaſion, but by our Eſtates. And have we not 
reaſon then (as T ſaid . before) to endeavour out utter- 
moſt to reſtore them to their former. value and eſteem, 
again ? Which way had it been poſlible for the Nation, 
in the Jate War, to:have maintaind. ſo many vaſt Ar- 
mies in-all parts and corners thereof, had not that War 
begun upon, us in the very heighth of our Wealth and 
Plenty, when our Wool at that time was worth three 
times the price it now yields, with a full Trade for our 
Cloath, both at home and abroad, eſpecially into Ger- 
MA, Sweden,. and all thoſe Eaſtern Countreys ?. Aud 
our 
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our Cattle then -paid ſufficient profit both-to tf J 
and Grafier, and Gold wis'as plenty with tis! her? as tr 
was Jeruſalem; in-tHe rotor of King Sblowor | There 
was no throwing of Farms into'the Lindlofds hands, 

no. complaining of -hard Rents, every'Commodity of 
ours then yielded a profit, for we had-a conſtmption for 
them : and the poor could not-wafit for Viftaals, when 
the Kitchin was accounted the beſt Room in the Houſe. 
But of this, when we come to the other part' of this 
Diſcourſe. 

The Second Cauſe of this great Abatement of the 
price'-of - our Wool maybe this;viz. The wearing and 
uſing of 4o much Spariſh Cloith our felyes; both at 
home, and in our ſeveral Platitattons abroad; "whereas 
if we were but injoyn'd to-wear,, and otherways to uſe 
no Cloath. but what 1s made of our own. Exgliſh 'Wool, 
we ſhould finde ſome alteration in the "price of jtin few 
years : and' T doubt not but oor Clothiers could pick 
out enough, of the fineſt fort '6f it, t0' make- Cloath 
very little inferiour to the Spariſh. And itis eafie to be 
made appear, that we ſpend as much Spaniſh Cloath in 
our own Kingdomes, and Plantations belogging to the' 
Crown of Exglang, ' (and a great, part. of that too not' 
manufaQur'd by: out people! as/ Dutch TBIAGKS. &c..) as 
is worn in any other Kingdome of the World beſides, if 
not more. So that if any'ſhall object agajnſt the laying 
a Duty upon the Spanify'Wool,' f lope the cy will give 
us leave to enjoyn our 'OWn peopte $2 wear'no Cloath, 
but what is manufa@ured' by our. ſelves, and made of 
our own Wool, And if this conſumption of our Cloath 
at home be added but to that Trade we have yet left 
abroad for it, we thould ſoon finde an increaſe in the 
price of our Wool.” Knd-T- know lo reaſon that the 
Spaniard 
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Spaniard,;or: any &)ſe, ſhould be offended with us for 


eadeavouring our own interelt and advantage, the ge- 
neral deſify Sh All 


1 Nations: neither can this ſpending 
of our own. ynong, our ſelves, hinder any thing 
of our Trade abroad. 


& Cloath 

And. that; this may appear to be no new or upſtart 
Project, the Statutes of 11. Edward 3. Cap. 1, 2, & 3, 
may ' ſufficiently, [atisfie, us. In which Kings Reign it 
was, that..the Manufafture of our Wool began to be 
our National Imployment : [4s N. B. iz a Book call 4 
The Hiſtorical Diſcourſe, obſerves. ] For among all our 
Staple-Commodities,: Wool had at that. time the prece- 
dency, as being; the molt principal: and ancient Commo- 
dity of the Kingdom, wherein the generality of the 
people were deeply concernd : And the Manufacture 
of 1t;- though of long uſe among our ſelves, yet it re- 
ceiv'd but little incouragement for a Trade into For- 
reign _ parts till thele times ; the Flemings having the 
principal Manufacture then, by the continual ſupply 
of Wool that they recctv:d from hence, 
But the Wildome of this zreat Prince ſoon diſcern'd 
of what unſpeakable Value the Manufafture of qur own 
Wool would .be to ite Trade of this:Kingdom 3 who, 
like a provident and careful Father, looks farther than 
his preſent time :; and who, being well accquainted 
with the Flemings. affairs, by a Joynt-engagement with 
Wo 3 te We wt Pan” Wed alin ns 
good an opinion amongſt them, that he might adven- 
ture to change a Complement ifor a Courteſie. The 
Staples yzhgee our Wool was fold being now taken 
dleanShay, Ad by the Statute of 11 Edw.. 3. Cap. I. 
made Felony to carry any. Wool out of the Realm ; 
He now proſecutes his 'deligne for the ſetling of the 
__ | Manu 
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Manufacture at home, and repreſents to thoſe Flexzings 
the danger they were in by the bordering Wary with 
France, and the peaceable conditiqn. of Exgland, and 
Freedome of the People that ar@ubjeCcts here; prce- 
pounds an Invitation for them to come over hither, 
wherein he promiſes them the ſame Priviledges and Im- 
munities with his own Subjeds : which they accepted, 
arſd came over and brought their ManufaCture with 
them, which could never after be removed hence. So 
as now the Manufacture and our Wool were joyned to- 
gether ; and ſo long as they agree together, both, will 
thrive: but if they once part (as the Spaniſh Wool at 
this time puts fair at it) they will both be looſers'in the 
conclufion. | | —_ 

The ManufaQture of our Wool being brought to this 
ſettlement at home, this Heroick King Edward the Third 
makes this other Statute in the. ſame. I 1th year of his 
Reign, That no Merchant, Forrain nor Denizen, mor 
any other,after the Feaſt of $t. Michael, ſha# cauſe to be 
brought privily or apertly, by himſelf, nor by any other, 
into the ſaid Lands of England, Ireland, Wales and 
Scotland within the Kings Power, any Cloaths made in 
any other places than inthe ſame,” upon Forfeiture of the 
ſaid Cloath, and further to be puniſh'd at the Kings Will 
as is aforeſaid. | 

But becauſe this Nation formerly had been, and ſtill 
is too much wedded to the wearing of Forreign, Ma- 
nufactures, the importing of which did hinder the uſing 
of our own home-made ManufaQures z (for too much 
of them make our own a drug, our Nation poor, and 
our People to want work :) As a cure for this, diſeaſe 
our own Ergliſh Cloath 1s enjoyned by a Law to be 
worn by all perſons under the degree of a Lord; o_ 
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the 19w Rates and Prices of our Wool, and we ſhall 


ftinde that we may bring them under theſe few chief ' 
Heads: For I ſhall not concern my ſelf with the fatious ' 
hamours'of many, and I fear a great part of our Cl6- ' 
thiers and Traders, and their deſigns too, in fallingthe * 
price of our Wool; which in time together with their * 


Lo ” 


Factions we hope may wear out. . - 


1. Firſtthen, The great quantity of Spaniſh Wool / 
ſold' here at very low rates, and that made into Cloath, 
and a good part of it worn by our ſelyes, is a very great / 


Cauſe of the abatement and low price of ours. - © 
tne UNO, The_not wearing and otherways uſing 


at hotne, *and by our People in our lever” cus. {elves 
abroad, tnay be lookt upon as another Cauſe of the- 


great abatement of the price of our Wool. 

3. Thirdly, The decaying condition of the Merchant- 
Adventirers,and Hamborough-Company, who did for- 
merly {end away ſo many of our Erglif-Cloaths into - 


Germany, and all thoſe Eaſtern parts of Exrope,” more-' 
than they riow do, may be reckon'd another Canſe'of 


the low price of our Wool. 


4. Fourthly, The not making our Cloath of that 
ſize and ſubſtance as it ought to be,as by ſeveral Statntes | 


to that purpoſe it may appear , and for which - the 


. 
« , 
( 


Alzage-Office was at firſt eſtabliſht. 7 Ko 

5. And /aftly, The great Abuſes and Cheats of late 
years put upon our Clothiers, by the Brokers and 
Factors. at Blackwel-Hall, to the breaking and undoing 
of many of our young Clothiers,eſpecially if thetrStocks. 
be ſmall. Theſe may be accounted ſome of the chief 
| B Cauſes 


we'thay” fre © fair progreſs towards it in few years. | 
Let us-enquire in the. firſt place into the Reaſons of / 


— 


(8). 
Cauſes. of thegreat abatement and low: price. of que. 
Wool. | EE 
We will examine them in their order ; andfirſt con- 
cerning the Spaniſh Wool. If we look no farther back 
than 1660, the Year of his Majeſties happy Reſtaura- 
tion, we (hall fiade that the Superfine Spaniſh Wool (as + 
they term it) was ſold for 4 s. and 4 5. 4d. the Pound, 
and the other ſorts at 3 s. and 3 s. 6 d. the Pound, ac- 
cording as it was in goodneſs : And our Wool at that 
time was ſold for 16 d. and 18 d. the Pound. Now 
this preſent year 1676. the Snperfine Spaniſh Wool isnot 
worth above 2 -s. or 2 5. and 2 4. the Pound, and the 
other ſorts at 20 d. and 22d. the Pound; and our 
Wool will not yield above 7 d. or 8 d. a Pound. So 
that in 16 Years time, our Wool js, f2ll4y 66f 8101 at 
ad BR rate, it is not likely that ours can adyance in 
price : And if ſo; then. our Rents, - eſpecially thoſe 
Farms that depend moſt upon Corn and Sheep, muſt 
continue at this low ebb they are noxw at, if they fall 
ng lower. The removal then of this great Miſchief, is 
the next thing we are.to conſider 3 and herein I muſt 
content my ſclf to receive the Cenſures of ſeveral Per- 
ſons of the contrary party, I mean thoſe perſons whoſe 
fortunes and imployments-lye principally in the buying, 
not growing of this Commodity 3 but they are not ſo 
many. | = 
Finf then, Spaviſh Wool mult of neceſſity advance 
ſomthing towards the price it was formerly at,when our 
Wool yielded 16 d. and 18 4. the Pound : * For that 
being ſo. much finer than ours, and bearing but a low 
price, we cannot expect ours ſhould riſe: and if this 
advance of the Spaniſh Wool is not to be expected 
from 
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from abroad, then we 'muſt endeavour what can'be 

done at home.. . A Sa SY * AY 
_ If fome Duty or Cuſtome were laid. upon it (I ſhall 
not- preſurne te:propoſe the-Sum).ſo-as to bring it t6 
bear a conſiderable Rate; His Majeſty by this means 
would receive a good addition to his Cuſtomes, and 
our own. Wool would be brought to a confiderable 
price, -. As for.the prohibiting this or moſt other for- 
rain Commodities, we may tinde upon examination, 
and by experience too, that that way will not ſo well 
anſwer our defigne, as the laying a ſufficient Duty up- 
on them, moreor tes, according to the quality of the 
Commodity. I will inſtance only in the 2rif A&': if 
20 Or 30.5, more or leſs upon a Bullock, and 5's. upon 
a Sheep, orthereabout, had been Jaid as a Duty: upon 
them, inſtead of prohibiting them 3 we had not only 
continued ſtill our Trade and Commerce with them, 
but His Majeſty had received ere this many a Thouſand 
Pound for his Cuſtome. For as the caſe now ſtands, 
the King receives no advantage by them ; His Officers 
in all Ports where they are landed (being not obliged 
by their Office, take no notice of them) do rather help 
the concealingthem, than any way endeavour a ſeizure: 
which if otherwiſe, they were then all bound by their 
Offices to receive his. Majeſties Duty ; and then each 
Bullock and Sheep paying ſo much Cuſtome, they 
could-not under-ſellus; which was the great deſigne of 
that A&, viz. The keeping up the price of our "Engliſh 
Cattle; So:that an Impoſt upon this, as well as all other 
Commadities, will better anſwer our Intereſt and De- 
fignes againſt them, than a Prohibition ; for here can 
be no other ſhift, if the Officers be honeſt and careful, 
but the paying their Money. | | 
| : S3- But 


(10) 
But, here will ariſe an ObjeQion. Co mot 
If this ſhould be ſo, that a Duty ſhould be impoſed up+ 
6 the Spaniſh Wool, thin would the Dich 'and other 
Nations get awsy our Trade, by underſeling ws in all 


places where Spaniſh Cloath is a Commodity : For if we 


tuft pay dearer for onr Wool than they, we cannot ex- 
pelt to have any Trade ( with them) where this Commo> 
dity is vended ; For neither will our Clothiers make it, 
or our Merchants buy it, if they cannot:ſee ſome proba- 
bility of Profit and "Advantage : 'Beſtdes, the Spaniard 
will take it amiſs if he ſhould ſuffer. by it , and we muſt 
ot differ with him, with whom we have at this time ſo 
great a Trade. + te: HEL 1 an 

To the firſt part of this Objection z We muſt believe 
that the Dutch are a people that will looſe no oppor- 
tunity of profit where they can: get it ; and if they 
could vend more Spaniſh Cloath than they' do, we muſt 
alſo believe they would make more they could, they 
having the ſame liberty to buy the Wool as well as we. 
But there 1s little danger of their getting this Trade 
from us this way. For they have their hands as full 
already, and do make as much Cloath as they have 

people to imploy about it, with reſpect to their other 
uſineſs and ManufaCtures:” 

As to the other part of the ObjeCtion that concerns 
the Dutch, That if we give more for Spaniſh. Wool thar 
#hey, then we mmſb of courſe be underſold by them, and 
fo by conſequence looſe our Trade. 

We mult firſt be 1nform'd what ſort of $paxifþ Cloath 
it 15 they chiefly make, 'and where it is vended, to do 
us this miſchief. As for the ſorts of Cloaththey make, 
they are moſt blacks, and many of them ſold here, and 
worn by our ſelves; and this I hope may be remedied: : 

but 
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but for the Medlies,I fuppoſe they-make- but few, forthe 
Erexhapd.othere-with whom wp trade for themyganoot.. 
be furniſht by, any other Nation in.the. world but byus;, 
| ſo that if weraile the-price of them among our ſelves , 
we ſhall not be4a danger to bz underſold by the Dutch. 
. And as to that part of the Qbjeftion concerning the 
Spaniards receiving. a prejudice by-our. laying a Duty 
upon.their Wool, I cannot {ee where, that can bez; For 
if-we buy it not, and that the Dw#ch and others are able: 
to Manufacture it, we only looſe our trade, but we do 
the Spaniard no injury. .at all::But if we are the peo- 
ple that can,make this Cloath ;as, well. ag'our own, and 
that the ;French- and qthers +cannot; have thoſe ſorts of 
Medlies but: fronr our. hands;; then thoſe that trade with 
us for them, muſt advance their price according to. what 
they will ſtand our Glothiers in, when'a Duty ſhall be 
- Butwhat is all this to, that which we have to ſay for 
our ſelves >. here is a third part of the real value of our 
Kingdom within theſe few. years loſt, and that princi- 
pally by the fall 1a price of this one Commodity z and 
we .have oo way poſſibly left to, raiſe Money upon any 
urgent occaſion, but by our Eſtates. And have we not 
reafon then: (as I ſaid. before) to endeavour out utter- 
moſt to reſtore them to their former. value and eſteem, 
again 2 Which way had it been poſſible for the Nation, 
in. the late, War, to:have maintain'd, ſo many vaſt Ar- 
mies in-all parts and corners thereof, had not that War 
begun upon, us in the very. heighth of our Wealth and 
Plenty, when our Wool at that time was worth three 
times the price it now yields, with a full Trade for our 
Cloath, both at home and abroad, eſpecially into Ger- 
1441), Sweden... and all thoſe Eaſtern Countreys ?. And 
CS our 
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our Cattle then: aid Tuſficient profit both to he 
and Grafier, and Gold Wits'as penty” with'ugh ; 
was 1 Jeruſalets/fin the veigh of King SVlowps. 
was ho throwing of 'Fatms into'ithe: Exhdl $ h: 
no- complaining of -hard Rents; every Cor nod! 
ours then yielded a profit,tor we had-a con 
them: and the poor could not-wafit for Viethal: 
the Kitchin v was accornted the beſt Room fr Ate Houſe.” | 


The Bren Cauſe of” this rbat Aljatehibat of the 
price of our Wool may'be'this/2viz, The wearing and 
uſing of 4o mich Spariſh Cloith owr: ſelyes; 'both at 
horne, and'in our Rreral Platitattons abro4d's Whereas 
if we were but injoynd to'wear, and otherway sto uſe 
noCloath but what is madeof our own. Engliſh "Wool, 
we ſhould finde ſome alteration in the'p price” of jt in few | 
years : and” 1 doubt rt but" 689 Clothiers Feet pick 
out enough; of the hneſt fort''Þ ob it," +6" tnake- *Cloath' 
very little inferiour tothe $parſh. And! it1s' eafie to be 
made appear, that we ſpen as much 5 Ted 'Elvath in' 
our own Kingdomes; a_ Jantations B to the' 
Crown of Englang, (a ig. 'greit'patt ny oo not 
manufaQturd by otit people, 22% Dutch BH& DA, Jas 
is worn in any otherKingdome. of the Ws ef des, if 
not more, So thar if ary” frat obj yo laying 
a Dury upon the Span WBol!"ft : will give 
us leave to enjoyn our? rape pg Neth, | 
but what is manufa@iret made of 
our own Wool, And if ch AS, ht Frail Cloath' 
at home be added bur'td chat Trade we have yet left 
abroad for it;'we''fhotild Tabd' fide; an increaſe inthe 


price of our Wool:*" Ant>Pknbw Ho reafon that the: 
Spaniard 


Y : 


" mY 
els, ſhould, be:offeaded with v: for 
wn intereſt and adyantage 


ng our Own 1 
neral de IF X71 "Either cali this Ne netfs 
of our owaCloathmong. our ſelves, binder any thing 
of our Trafle abroa KT 
' And. that; TH may ra to be- no new or upſtart 
Project, the; Statutes of 11 Edward 3. Cap. 1, 2,&3, 
fry | bn, | Wy WA us. In which. 4 Kogp, it 


| lod TED RG kad Ah that time the prece- 
fency,, as Beagle : a pyogeal, and ancient Commo- 


of 1 foes than h of. jk ule. Ts our elves, yet It re- 
celv 
reign arts theſe tim I the Phmine « having the 
rfncp * {Al Ty by the Katt ng. the 
Wool that they cecdina 'Om hence. 
Suk the Wild with of this gre \ZrE at Prince ſoon dilcera'd 
of f what u eakale Val! luE1 the Manotatceg of our-own 
Wool! LT nn be 1 ne of, this: Kingdom : ; who, 
tike a provi YN an NA Father, looks farther, than 
his preſent time: : and' who, being well accquainted 
ith Fs "net qi by a Joynt-eagagement, with 
Hen ar with Foy. pag therein ag d. {o 
C1Mm,-L hat he my t adven- 
Is OM bags ÞAy Hope ourteſic ie. The 
our "Wool was 1o1d being. now taken 


I fe ph 
DR d by the Statute of 11 Edw.. 3. Cap. 1. 
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&F elpny. to. carry. any: Woot out.of the Realm ; 
now proſecutes' his deligne for the ſetling of the 
Magu- 
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ManufaQture at home, and repreſents CA hp, 
the dangerthey were in' by the Bordeging Wary with 
Frence, and the peaceable'conditign. of Exzlerd; and 
Freedome of the People that arWWubjetts here; pre- 
pounds an Invitation for them to come over hither, 
wherein he' promiſes them the ſame Priviledges and Im 
munities with his own Subjeds : "which they accepted, 
arſd came over and brought their ManufaQure with 
them, which.could never after be removed hence. So 
as now the ManufaQture and our Wool were joyned to- 
gether 3 and ſo long as they 'agree together, both, will 
thrive : but if they once part (as the'Spaziſ0 Wool at 
this time puts fair at it) they will both be looſers'in the 
conclufion. dee eh IRR 

The ManufaQure of our Wool being brought to this 
ſettlement at home, this Heroick King Edward the Third 
makes this other Statute in the ſame, 11th year of_his 
Reign, That no Merchant, Forrain nor Dentizen, nor 
any other,after the Feaſt of St, Michael, ſha. cauſe to be 
brought privily or apertly, by himſelf, nor by any other, 
into the ſaid Lands of England, Ireland, Wales aud 
Scotland within the Kings Power, any Cloaths made in 
any other places than inthe ſame,” upon Forfeiture of the 
Said Cloath, axd further to be puniſh d at the Kings Will 
as is aforeſaid. | = a 

But becauſe this Nation formerly had been, and till 
1s too much wedded to the wearing of Forreign, Ma- 
nufactures, the importing of which Tia hinder the uſing 
of our own home-made Manufacures ; (for too much 
of them make our own a drug, our Nation poor, and 
our People to want work :) As a cure for this, diſcale 
our own Exgliſh Cloath 1s enjoyned by aLaw to be 
worn by. all perſons under the degree of a aw 
tacen 
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the 19w 'Rates and Prices of ofr Wool, and 'we ſhall 


progreſs towards it 'in few years, ' 
Let us-enquire in the. firſt gs into the Reaſons: of / 


finde'that we may bring them under'theſe' few chief 
Heads: For Iſhall not concern my (&lf with the faGious 
hamouts'of miny, and T fear a great part of our Cls- ' 


thiers and Traders, and their deſigns too,” in falling the: 


EF . 


Fations we hope may wear out, 


price of "our Wool ; which in time together with their” * 


'T. 'Firſtthen, The great quantity 'of Spaniſh Wool ' 


; 
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ſold here at very low. rates, and that made into Cloath, 


and a gdbd part of it worn by our ſelyes, is a vety great' 
Cauſe of the abatement and low price of ours. - 


tne £74, The_not wearing and otherways ufitig' 


at hotnie, *and 'by our People ingur leverty us. ſelves 


great abatement of the price of our Wool. +: © © 


4 L 


abroad, tray be 'lookt upon as another Cauſe of the I 


- 


3. Thirdly, The decaying condition of the Merchant- + 
Adveattirets,and Hamborough-Company, who did 'for- - 


merly 'nd"away fo maty of our Erglif-Cloaths"into- 


Germay * and all thoſe Eaſtern parts of Exrope, 'more*! 
than they riow do, may be reckon'd another Canſe'sf” 


- the low price of our Wool. | 


4. Fourthly, The not making our Cloath of that - 


LY 


ſize and fubſtance as it ought to be,as by ſeveral Statytes 
to that purpoſe it may appear , and for which the”: 


Alzage-Office was at firſt eſtabliſht.. OTE! 


5. And laſily, The great Abuſes and -Cheats-of late 


years put _upon ,our Clothiers, by the Brokers and 
FaQtors. at Blackwel-Hall, to the breaking and utidoirig 


| of many of our young Clothiers,eſpecially if thetrStocks; 
I be Tinall. Theſe may be accounted ſfome-of the chief - 


B Cauſes 
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Cauſes, of. the great abatement and law- price, of Qur,,, 
We wall examine them in their order.; andfirſt con--. 
cexning the Spaniſh Wool. © If we look no farther back 
than xr660,' the Year of his Majeſties happy. Reſtaura- 
_ tion; we ſhall fade that the Supertine Sparrſs Wopl (as . 
they term it) was ſold for 4 s. and 4 s. 4d. the Pound, 
and the other ſorts at. 3 s. and 3 s. 6 d. the Pound, ac- 
cording as it was in goodneſs : And our Wool at that 
time was fold for 16 d.and 18 d. the Pound, . Now 
this preſent year.1676, the Snperfine Spaniſh Wool isnot. 
worth above 2 -, or 2 5. and 2 d. the Pound, and. the 
other ſorts at 20.4. and. 22:4. the Pound; and our 
Wool will not'yield above 7 d. or 8 &. a Pound. So 
that in 16 Yearstime, our Wool js, tal 6bf 8161 at. 
- 226 i087 trace, it is not likely that. ours can adyanee in 
price : And if ſo; then. our Rents, - eſpecially thoſe 
Farms. that depend moſt upon Corn and Sheep, muſt 
cantinue' at this low, ebb they are now at, if they fall 
ne lower. ., The: removal then of this. great Miſchieh, is 
the. next thing we are.ta conſider ;,.and herein I myſt 
content my. {clf. to receive the Cenſures of ſeveral Per- 
ſons of the contrary party, I mean thoſe perſons whoſe 
fortunes and imployments-lye principally in the'buying, 
not.growing of this Commodity ; but they: are not fo 
Fief then, Spaniſh Wool mult of neceſſity. advance 
ſomthing towards the price it was formerly at,wherour 
Wool yielded 16 4. and 18 d. the Pound : © For that 
beiog ſo.much.finer than ours, and bearing, but a low 
price, we cannot expect ours ſhould riſe: and if this 
advance of the Spaniſh W ool is not to be expected 
from 


| <9) 
from- abroad, then -we \muſt endeavour what caw'be 
_ \If fome Duty'or Cuſtome were Jaid-upowit (I ſhall 
not-.preſurne' te»propoſe the-Sim).ſo'as to bring it*t6 
bear a conſiderable Rates His Majeſty by this means 
would receive a good addition to his Cuſtomes, and 
our. own.Wool would be brought to a-confiderabls 
price, As for. the prohibiting this or moſt other for- 
rain Commodities, we may. tide upon examination, 
and by experience too, that'that way will not {6 well 
anſwer our defigne, as the laying a ſufficient Duty up- 
on-them, moreor teſs; according to thequality.of the 
Commodity. I will inſtance only in the :2r5fþ \A&':"5f 
20 or 30... more or leſs upon a- Bullock, and 5's. upon 
a Sheep, orthereabout, had been laid as a Duty- upon 
them, inſtead of prohibiting them 3 we had not only 
continued {till our Trade and Commerce with ' them, 
but His Majeſty thad received ere this many a Thonſand 
Pound for his'Cuſtome. ' For as the caſe now ſtands, 
the King receives no advantage by them ; His Officers 
itn all Ports where they are landed (being not obliged 
by their Office; take ho notice of them) do rather help - 
the concealingthem, ithan any way endeavour a ſeizure: 
which if otherwiſe, they were then all bound 'by their 
Offices to receive his: Majeſties Duty 3 and theneach 
Bullock and Sheep paying ſo: much Cuſtome, they 
could-not uader-fellus;:'which was the great deſigne of 
ithat A&, viz. The keeping up the price of our "Eng/;/h 
Cattle Sothat an Impoſt upon this, as well as all other 
Commodities, wilt better anſwer our Intereſt and De- 
fignes againſt them, than a Prohibition ; for here cat 
be -no other ſhift, if the Officers be honeſt and carcful, 
but the paying their Money. © 
PEE B 2 But 
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But here will ariſe ah Objection. {1 ics 22 
If this ſhould be ſo, that a Duty ſhould be iahpuſed. up= 

0 the Spaniſh Wool, they would:the Dutch 4nd dt her 
Nations get away our Trade; by: undenſeLing ws in all 
places where Spaniſh Cloath is .a Commodity': For if we 
muſt pay dearer for our Wool than they, we cannot ex- 
petf to have any Trade ( with them) where this: Commos» 
 dity is vended : For neither will our Clothiers make it, 
or our Merchants buy jt, if they cannot :ſee ſome. probas 
bility of Profit | and: Advantage : Beſides, the Spaniard 
will take it amiſs if he ſhould ſuffer. by it 5: and we niuft 
not differ with him, with whom we have a this: Hime: fo 
great a Trade. - |. IfS/28 ol 


To the firſt part of this Objettion 3 py We muſt believe 
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6 to the other part of the EN that concerns 
- the Dutch, That if we give more for Spaniſh Wool thav: 
zbey, then we muſt of courſe be nuded by _ and 
fo "We mall feſt looſe our Trade. Js 
e muſt firſt. be 1inform'd what fort of Spindfh Clonth 

it is they chiefly make, and where it is vended;'to:do 
us this miſchief; As for the ſorts of Cloath they make, 
they are moſt blacks, and many of them ſold here;: and 
worn by our ſelves; and this I hope'may be:remedied: 
but 


C11) 
but for the Medhes,[-fuppoſe they make but few, for the 
French and. others, with whom we trade for them;cannor. 
be furniſht by any other Nation jn the world: hut by us; 
ſo: that if we raiſe the;price of them among .onr ſelves, 
we ſhall not be in danger to bz underſold by the Dxtch. - 
And as to that part of the Obje&tion concerning the . 
Spaniards receiving a prejudice by our laying a Duty - 
upoa their Wool, I cannot ſee where. that can be :* For: 
if we buy itnot, and that the Dxtch and others are able 
to Manufacture it, we only looſe onr trade, but we do 
the Spaniard no injury -at all: Bur if we are the peo- 
ple that can make this Cloath'as:- well as our own, and 
that the French and others cannot - have, thoſe ſorts of 
Medlies but: from our hands;;then thoſe that trade with: 
us. for them, mult advance their. price according to. what 
they-will ſtand our Clothiers'in, when a, Duty ſhall'be 
laid upon that Wool, ; $f | EO 
But what is all.this to. that which we have to fay for, 
our ſelves? here is a third part of the'zeal value of our. 
Kingdom within theſe few years loſt, and that priaci-- 
pally by the fall ia price of this one, Commodity z and. 
we .have.no way poſlibly left to raiſe Money upon any. 
urgent occaſion, but by our Eſtates. | And have we not 
reaſon then: (as I ſaid; bfore), to endeayoyr.out utter- 
molt to” reſtore. theny to their former. value and: eſteem: 
again? Which way had it been poſlible for the Nation, 
1h. the: late War, to. have maintaind fo many vaſt Ar- 
mics in all parts and corgers thereof, had ;not that War ' 
gun upon. us in, the, very heighth of our Wealth and 
Jenty, when our Wool, at that time was worth.three 
times the price. it now yields, with a full Trade for our 
Claath, .both at home and abroad, eſpecially into Ger- 
1meny, Sweden, and all thoſe/Zoſfern Countreys?, And 
_——— | our 
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our Cattle then paid ſufficient profit both to the Breeder 
and Grafier, and Gold was as plenty with us then,as it 
was in Jeryſelew;in-the reign of King Solomon. There 
was no throwing of 'Farms tato'the' Landtords hands, 
no complaining of hard Rents, every Commodity of 
ours then yielded a profit, for we had a conſumption for 
them : and the poor could not want for Victuals, when 
the Kitchin was accounted the beſt Room in the Houſe. 
But of this, when we come to the other part of this 
Diſcourſe. CO, 

The Second Cauſe of this great Abatement of the 
price -of our Wool may be this, viz. The wearing and 
uſing of: fo much Spaniſh Cloath our ſelves, both at 
home, and in our ſeveral Plantations abroad ; whereas 
ifwe were but injoynd to wear, and otherwaysto uſe 
no/Cloath but what is made-of our own Erglifh Wool, 
we ſhould finde ſome alteration in the price of it in few 
years : and T doubt not but our Clothiers could pick 
out enough, of the fineſt fort of it, to make. Cloath 
very little inferiour tothe Spariſh. Anditis eaſie to be 
made appear, that we ſpend as much Spazi/b Cloath in 
our own Kingdomes, and Plantattons belonging to the 
Crown of England, ' (and a great'part of that too not 
manufaQur'd by our people, as'Dutch Blacks, bc.) as 
1s worn in any other Kingdome of the World beſides, if 
not more. So that if any ſhall object agannſt the laying 
a Duty upon the Spaniſs Wool, Thope they will give 
us leave to enjoyn our own people to wear no Cloath, 
but what 1s wbf:Rire? by 'gur (elves, and madeof 
our own Wool. And if this conſumption ofour Cloath 
at home be added but to that Trade we have yet left 
abroad for it, we ſhould ſoon finde an increaſe it1 the 
| price of onr Wool. And 1 know no reafon that the 
Spaniard 
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Spaniard,or any elle, ſhould. þe offended with-\us for 
TD IS SAREMECASHEIETY ESSE, 4 \t the 
endeayouring, our own intereſt, and advantage, the ge- 
aeral deſigne of allgNations: neither can-this ſpending 
of oor own Cloath among our. ſelves, hinder any thing 
of our Trade abroad,,, ... | 


FA or upſtare 


our National Imployment : [4s N. B. in 4 Bogk cal 4 
The Hiſtorical;Diſcourſe, obſerves. ] For among.a our 
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of it,, though. of long, ule among. QUr. Ives . ET 


reign parts till thele times 3 the Fleamringe. haying the 
lupply 


- \ Sb ID Had 6 $\ } \ d\ bbs a 44 ibs ie \ vl 541 »%e Ways 
* But.the, Willorhe of ihis grear Prinoo" {Go Uhictiad 
of what unſpeakable Value the Manufa@ure of our gin 
Wool would. be, to the Trade of this Kingdom 5: whe 

like a pxoyident and; careful. Father, looks farther. than 
his prefent time z and who, being wall 4ccquanged 
with, the Fleminge-affairs, by a Joynt-engagement ith 
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them in, the War, with, France, bad therein. gain ſo 
good an.opinion, amongſt, them, that he might adven- 
ture to change a Complement for a Courtelie.. The 
Staples where our Wool was ſol being now. taken 
clean'\away, and by the;Statute. of 11, s 3+ Cap. I. 
3 7, "v2 3 Fl) + 4 © & #0 & & LA \ 5$535» # i = FLAT 
made, Felqny to: carry any Wool-out of the Reals 
He now prolecutes. his ' deligne. for the” ſctling of..the 

RP x Manue 


, 


| Cd). ” 

Vanufattute at home, and fepreſents & to thoſe £194 F101 

the danger they were in by: the. deting 'Wats\ fot 
France, and the peaceable conditic of Fa ble att 

Freedome of the People that are Subjeds, here 3p pro- 
pounds an Invitation, for ; them td come Over hither, 
wherein he promiſes ther the? lathe Privileds &s Bi 
munities with his own Subj eQs* which the? Accep pred, 
and came- qvgr 'and brought their ManufaQure with: 
them, which ola never after be removed hence. $6 
as now the Manufacture and;our:Wool were joyned 1 fQ-. 
gether; and fo long as they. agree together, both wilt 
thrive :* but if the onee part (as the Spaniſh Woot at 


this time ts fat t ein the 
cOnglufir PP air a it) they will both beloaſer he 


"—* The Vkufatture of our Woot being "brought eo this 
fettemeiit at home, this Heroick King” pe The Third 
m; $ this" other Genes” iti the fame\, 11th: 6ir of his 


Reig n, ' That" i, N0 Merchant, Fo orrait mor. Dehi2en, 1 5 
red tbe iter the Feaſt of St. Michael," ſpall cauſe Ws 
fronget privi ily or apertly, by him elf, Me hy an a; 
28 7; aid Lands of Eng land, "Petia, Wiles, 
Nai Yin the Kings Polede? any "Claaths #5 e is 
any, other Places, than inthe ſame, Th For oh neg 0: YR: 


ſaid Cloath, ard Jareaer to be phriſh a att Kifge Will 


&# 4 oreſaid. » 

'But becauſe this Nation fontibily" Bad yo__ Ha it 
is'too' much wedded tot '\eatitls of bg ti, Ma- 
qafactures, the1 importing O which den cir e tifftg 
of pur own home-made abofactures\ (or.roo tonch 
6f them' make our wie 7008 ,, our Ns p oor, og 
our'Pevple to waht work LY a curet $ Alibate 

oſt own Engliſh Cledth | 7 'ehjoy pred by. {Pi « to he 


wor by by all perſons' under the Acres bf aTLords an 
then 
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DISCOURSE 
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SHE WING : 


That the Exportation of Wooll is de- 
ſtructiveto this KINGDOM. 


W HEREIN 


Is alſo Shewed the abſolute neceflity of promoting our 
Woollen Manufacture, and moderating the 


Importation of ſome Commodities, and 
Prohibiting others, 


- With ſome eafie Expedients tending thereunto, 
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1 OO Toon 
Reader, © 


Aft the Opinton debated in the 
following Papers be frequently 


found among worthy men, and ſuch 
who truly love their Country, yetI 
{hrewdly ſuſpect 'tis of Forreign Orig1- 
nal cunningly introduc'd and trim'd up 
like a Native, the eaſier in ſuch a di{- 
ouiſe, to ca jole men of no ordinary c cir- 
cumſpection, and who1n truth aiming 
onely at the common welfare of their 
Country, would abhor (whatever 0- 
ther men may do) to betray it to thein-_ 
tereſt of a ſtranger. 

That 'tis of Forreign production may 
modeſtly be preſum'd from the neeeſs1- 
ty the Forreigner hath for our wooll to 
mix with theirs, and without which 
they can ſcarce make a tollerable piece 
of Drapery,from their ſubti] contrivan- 
ces to purloyn.1t from us, eyen at any 
eX- 


To the Reader. | 


expence and hazard, and from the-ſu- 
perlative advantages they may gain by 
Commerce,and employing their people 
if once our Laws were repeal'd, which 
renderit hazardous, ſcarce and charge- 
ableto them : ſo that you ſee what ever 
gaudy diſguizes for our advantage, for- 
ſooth, the Adjutators have clap't on the 
defign, do but ſnatch off the Vizard, 
and preſently a Forreigner appears in 
Maſquerade : who(kind man Hdeſign- 
ing our good equal to the reſt of his 
Neighbours, and fearing other opera- 
tions may work too ſlowly, preſcribes 
us this infallible Daſe ; ---from which 
good Lord deliver ns. 


The reſt Tleave-to be diſcharg'd .by the following Papers, 
which aiming onely at the honour and welfare of my King 
and Country, may be, T hope, as candidly accepted. 


25 
Exportation of Wooll Deſtructive to 
this Kingdom, 


; ; Aving lately in diſcourſe with ſome perſons of Quality. 


obſerved an Opinion favouring the repeal of the Laws. 
now in force reſtraining the Exportation of Wooll, (a 
diſcourſe of harſh ſound to my old Eng/iſh underitanding) I could 
not then refrain from offering ſuch Reaſons as then occur'd againſt 
a matter of ſuch pernicious conſequence, however the contrary 
may be underſtood by Gentlemen who truly love their Country ; 
what through incogitancy, or want of time, I then omitted, Inow 
in love to my Country, offer to conſideration. | 
{ wiſt, to proceed clearly, ſet down, in the firſt place, the rea- 
ſons alledg'd for Repealing thoſe Laws,ſo far as Ican colle from 
the favourers of that Opinion, and then briefly give my reaſons to 
the contrary; modeſtly ſubmitting my ſelf to the Judgment of 
Reader. 


T1. Our flore of wooll (ſay they) # ſo great, that we have ſuf- 
ficient both for our ſelves and Neighbours, | 

2. Its freeand unreſirained Exportation will occaſion a great 
encreaſeinits price, which will ſuſtain our drooping Rents, and 
draw conſiderable ſums of mony from abroad, for ſo deſirable a 
Commoaity, 

3. That tho we uſe all care imaginable to prevent its Exportati- 
0n, yet our Neighbours, by means of our own people, draw great 
quantitie: from 5, | 

4. 'Tis to ſmall purpoſe to keep our wooll at home, for that Ire- 
land ſupplies our Neighbours therewith to a great degree, 

5. This prohibitson of wooll ts a new prattice, unknown to wtill 
within theſe twenty years, and yet before that time, both wooll and. 
Drapery yielded the beſt Rates for above Go years laſt paſt. 


To the firſt 7 Anſwer. 

7. That I conceive our yearly encreaſe of Wooll is now no: 
greater than when the Rates were double, nay treble, to what 
A 3 they: 
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they now ate; and if ſo, the fall and meanneſs of the price proceeds 
purely from the loſs of forreign Markets for our Drapery,and from 
ovrown forſaking the wear of it, and not from'the quantity above 
what we had 30 or 40 years ago. | 

2. *Tis very manife!t how the Rates of Wooll theſe laſt 15, or 
16 years, have gradually faln from bad to worſe, and how as by 
degrees we haveencreaſ'd in the wearing of <ilk, Camlects, and 
frowlie French Druggets, and as our Neig1bours, eſpecially the 
French, have enlarg'd their woollen Manufacture by means of 
our wooll, which they mix with theirs, juſt ſo have the Rates of 
this Commodity with us ſunk almoſt beyond belief. 

3. That ſecing we have a multitude of people, who for want 
of employment, want bread, and that the price of Wooll here 
is ſo low as to tempt us to let out that commodity, which the 
wiſdom of this Trading Ape hath hitherto ſecur'd under Public 
Prohibitions, as being the prime fund of our Trade and 
Navigation, and which is ſo neceſſary to our active Neighbours, 
thatno Laws, how Penal ſoever, have yet totally debar'd them 
from it, what do we elſe by ſuch a deſign, but declare that hence- 
forth, being not able to manage that Manufacture, we abandon 
allthoughts of an advantagious commerce, neceſſitate our people 
to live on us, or dye at our doors, and ſurrender to our Neigh- 
bours that Manufacture for which we were once ſo notorious ? is 
not this, at once, zo caſt the Childrens bread to ſtrangers; and to 
remain for ever without hopes to maintain, after ſuch a derelicti- 
on, any Manufacture which our Neighbours may hav a mind to 
ſmatch from vs ? 

4. If our Neighbours could have Wooll as good to all intents 
and purpoſes, and as plentifull and cheap from other Countries, 
it might peradventure, be adviſable, how far we ought to keep 
ours at home ; but the cafe being otherwaies, and they (our Ri- 
vals) being not able to carry on that Manufacture effeQually with- 
out it, it ſeems a great miſtake and dangerous to ſpare it on any 
terms, - 

To the ſecond Reaſon; That it will occaſion the Rates of wooll 
toriſe, and thereby ſuſtain our drooping Rems, &c, 

1 Anſwer, 

1. The wear and uſe of Silk, Camlets, &c. have fo far ſup- 

plarited that of Drapery in Europe; that we muſt never —_— 
CXPe 
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expe thoſe Rates for Woo!l which were uſually given zo or 40 
. years ago. Ei 

2, If we find bad markets for Drapery now Wooll is cheap,'tis 
very improbable our Neighbours will take ſo much Wooll from 
us as to raiſe the price thereof to that degree as may ſultain our 
falling Rents; for the dearer we ſell them our Wooll the dearer 
they muſt ſel] their Drapery, and conſequently ſell ſo much leſs ; 
or elſe it wil} be our ſhame or ill fortune that they ſhall vent much 
Drapery made of dear Wooll, and we vent little or none, now 
wooll is cheap. 

3. The more Markets our Neighbours ſupply with Drapery, 
by means of our Wooll, the leſs Drapery we n:uſt Export; the 
reaſon is, becauſe there is a certain and determined quantity 
of Cloth conſum'd by the Trading world ; whence it muit necel- 
farily follow that ſo: much wooll as they receive from us, ſo much 
leſs Drapery we our ſelves ſhall Export, and conſequently the 
price of wooll remain the ſame it was before thoſe Laws were 
repeal'd. | 

4. Upon repealing thoſe Laws we may bid adue to the Expor- 
tation of Drapery ; the reaſon is, becauſe our Neighbours live, 
work and Navigate cheaper than we; and having once our wooll 
in common, mult neceffarily unJerſell, and beat us out of Trade : 
it being a great miſtake to imagine that the Exportation of onr 
wooll and Drapery may conſiſt together ; and as great a miſtake 
to ſuppoſe that the pretended encreaſe of the Rates of wooll oc- 
calioned by an allowance of its Exportation, may ballance the 
miſchiefs accrewing thereby; becauſe a pound of wooll Manufa- 
Gnr'd and Exported, is of more worth to us by employing our people, 
than ten pound exported raw at double the preſent rate; unleſs, 
which is not reaſonable to imagine, we could introduce ſome other 
better employment for them. 

5. If our Neighbours tread on our heels in this Manufacture, 
begin to ſupply us with their Drapery at home, and to ſupplant us 
therewith abroad, having onely their own corſe wooll; which 
they mix with ours obtain'd at dear rates (by reaſon of ſecrecy and 
many chargeable contrivances alwaies attending a prohibited traf- 
fick) there is nodoubt, when once the prohibition is remov'd, and 
they by that means plentifully ſupply'd therewith(which in an open 


and allowed commerce is alwaies cheapeſt) but ney 
will 


_- 
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willſoon beat us wholly out of that Trade, and by conſequence 
cre long outof all other Commerce and Navigation to boot, .,- 

6. Every pound of our Wool! now worth five pence( and which 
makesabout a yard of broad Cloth worth 8 or 9 5.). being Ex- 
ported, and mixt with our Neighbours coarſe W ooll, helps them 
to make 3 or 4 yards of Cloth, which probably hinders us of all 
that advantage, which by employing our people, would other- 
wayes accrew to us, beſides the benefit of Commerce and Navi- 
gation; which mult decline as our Drapery leflens, «nd as we 1az- 
entſh by ſending out our Treaſure to Import Apes aud Peacocks : 
what the conſequence thereof muy be, when the, moſt formidable 
and daring N\ ation is vifibly ſeizing on Trade, and the Ocean, is 
* obvious ro every reaſonable man; and how His Majcſties Revenue 
may be ſupply'd, when our Manufactures are loit, our Treaſure 
walted, and Rents ſubdu'd, by our exceſs in Forrcejign Commadi- 
ties, is worthy of conſideration. 

'7. TheExportation of our Wool! will be ſo farre from ſuitain- 
ing our drooping Rents, that tho we may Export the whole year- 
ly growth thereof, yet I conceive it will not anſwer the valu: of our 
Drapery, which hitherto we have yearly Exported, and by conſe- 
quence, ſo much loſs muſt redound to us, as the wool! Exported 
may be of leſs value than our Drapery ; without any conſiderati- 
on had tothe want of employment for our people, or to the infig- 
nificant Navigation which the freight of wooll wiil occaſion, com- 
par'd with thatof Drapery ; and how Politic it may be to leſſer 
the value of our Exits, which already are fo trivial and ſo exceed- 
ngly Overballanc'd by smportations to foment our luxury, 1 leave 
zo the judgement of every man, wbo conſiders that 'tis the Exporta. 
7:01 of the Growth and Manufattares which deſerve the name of 
Tratt, and makes a Nation rich. 

8, But ſuppoſe that by repeal of the Laws the value of onr 
W ooll ſhould riſe conſiderably (which for the reafons already 
given is very improbable) whereby aur Neighbours ſhould be 
enabled to manage that important Manufacture, which otherwiſe 
they could never effect, muſt it not neceſſarily follow that as they 
enlarge their Drapery ſoours muſt leſſen, and gradually ſhrink to 
nothing, our Navigation decline for want of ſo ſtaple a Commo- 
dity wherewith to Traffic, our Treaſure yet more convey'd abroad 


to manage a wanton and Luxurious Commerce, multitudes of our 
people 
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pcople who ſubſited by that Manufacture Expos'd to ruinez 
and as many in every Age, thereby becoming uleleſs, and poor 
mult become chargeavle,and may become dangerous rothe King- 
dom :all which mult and will inevitably ſubdue our Rents toade- 
gree farre beyond any relief or benefit we may reaſonably expet 
from any encreaſe of the price of wool!, occaſioned by the re- 
peal of our Law.s: hence an experienced Merchaat, who in other 
Commodities was himſeif a great ſmugler,us'd to ſay, that the 
offence of exporting wool] was like the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
not tobe forgiven; can the injury then be leſs tothe Common- 
Wealth if it go out by a Law? | 


© The preſent Parliament hath had right ſentiments in this mat- 
ter, when{as by the Preamble of theStitute may appear) for the 
better ſetting on work. the Inhabitants of this Realm, and to the in- 
rent that the full and beſt uſe and benefit of the principal native com- 
modities thereof, may come unto the Subjeits of the ſame, and not 
unto the Subjeits of Forreign Realms as heretofore, they prohibited 
the Exportation of this Commodity : the like care and good 
meaning did alſo appear in them (however perverſe and filly peo- 
ple have hitherto rendred it uſeleſs) when for the encouragement 
of our woollen Manufatlure, and prevention of the Exportation of 
our monies for the buying and importing of Linnen (tne very words 
of the Preamble) they enacted, thar none ſhould be buried tn other 
than woollen : Now he that ſhould Vote for the Exportation of 
wooll and cenſure the Act for burying in woollen, muſt invert 
every period of theſe moſt excellent Preambles, and ſay, That for 
the better employing the Subjetts of Forreion Realms, andto the in- 
rent the beſt uſe and benefir of the principal Native Commodities of 
this declining Kingdom may come unto the Subjetts of Forreign 
Countries, as one, two, or 300 years ago it did, and be nolonger 
continued unto the people of this Realm, as has been us'd by the 
ſpace of Go years laſt paſt ; and tothe entens that the woollen 1a- 
nufatture may be diſcouraged, and the Exportation of Monies en- 
creas'd to buy and import Linnen from our truſty Neighbours, 
eſpecially the French, ler wooll be freely exported, and none burt- 
ed in woollen, except ſuch as dye of cold diſeaſes. 
To the third Reaſon for repcaling our Laws; That our Netgh- 
bours with the help of 'our people get great quantities of our woot 
| | daily! 
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daily from us notwithſtanding thoſe Laws to the contrary, 
.1 Anſwer, 

1. That ſuch praftices are ſhrewd evidences of what eſteem 
that commodity is among them, and that what is thus purloyn'd 
colt the Receiver dear, by reaſon of ſecrecy, ſudtil contrivan- 
ces, &c. as hath been altrcady hinted, (for who will venture 
hanging for nothing?)which upon repzaling thoſe Laws will come 
freely to them without any ſuch incumvrances, and conlequent- 
ly cheaper, whereby they may be enabled to conte(t with us in 
this important Manufacture on even terms. 

2, Our Neighbours by theſe undue practices either have or 
have not ſufficient of our wooll already; it they have, thcre 
will be no need of repealing tzoſe Laws, and we may juſtly 
charge the preſent dullneſs of Forreign Markets for our Drape- 
ry upon the export of our wooll by theſe vile practices; which 
mult needs grow-worſe when thoſe Laws are repealed; butif 
they have not enough by reaſon of the prohibition, let us thank 
the Laws for it; and yet obſerve that 'tis a pregnant argument 
that by our wooll, thus unduly obtain'd, they manage a-conſi- 
derable Manufacture, for it ſecms they get great quanties from 
#4 ; and that if they had more they would enlarge their com- 
Mmerce, which muſt neccflarily undermine andleflen ours. 

3. It is better particular perſons do acts hurtful to the Public 
againſt Law, than for want of a Law, becauſe this latter would 
reflect on the wiſdom of the Government. | > 

4. Should we repeal the Laws againſt the. Exportation of 
wooll, becauſe againſt Law wooll is Exported we ſhould tran- 
ſcribe their wiſdom that would repeal Laws againit felony, be- 
cauſe ill men' contrary to Law commit Robberies;. or imitate 
thoſe who will not ſhut their doors becauſe Thieves ſometime 
break in at the windows. | 

To the fourth reaſon, That "tis to ſmall purpoſe to keep our wooll 
at home, for that Ireland ſupplies our Neighbours therewith, &C. 


-- + 0: Mr 
a. If this be true, it is to ſmall purpoſe to permit its 
Exportation in hopes to put a better value on it, which is 
the moſt avawed reaſon for the repeal : for if our Neighbours 
be plentifully ſupplyed therewith from /reland, where 'tis much 
| cheaper 
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cheaper at preſent then with vs, (and probably ever will) there 
is ſmall reaſon to expect better Rates for Ours:: for who will 
give us fix pence for that pound of wooll which in /reland may 
| be had for four pence? unleſs it may be granted that ours is 
better than that of /reland ; which few of the Adjutators will, 
ſor certain Reaſons, be willing to confeſs. 

2. If the Iriſh wooll enables the Forreigner to carry on that 
Manufacture to a degree hurtful to vs, we have ſmall reaſon to 
aſt them further therein by affording them ours, ſeeing they 
enjoy advantages too many already; leaſt we immitate thoſe 
co00d men, who break the pot becauſe their wives break the 
pitcher ; ruine our ſelves becauſe: /reland hurts us. 


To the laſt reaſon,that the prohibition of wooll is a new. practice. 
unknown to us till within this twenty years, and yet before that 
time both Wooll and Drapery yielded the beſt Rates, for above 
60 years laſt paſt. 

h 1 Anſwer. 

1, That'tis very true, but it does not follow that the prohibi- 
tion was therefore unneceſſary, or that the ſame brought a preju- 
dice upon either ; but thatother reaſons already given, mult be 
aſſigned for the fall and meanneſs of the Rates of thoſe Commo- 
dities;it being no-waies queſtionable,but that the exportation of 
our Drapery had long fince expired, had not the prohibition of 
wooll interpos'd. ] 

_ 2, Statutes are provided to anſwer the preſent emergencie 
and reaſon of Aﬀaires, and adapted to the occaſion and Intereſt 
of the Age wherein they are made, ſo that what was judg'd 
unneceſlary in former Ages, may be of ſuperlative uſe in this; 
and if the reafon thereof again ceaſe, may be as iafignificant in 
the next. | | 

3. We had nonecd of ſuch reſtraining Laws long before they 
wereenacted;for tilt the peace of unſter, England aloneenjoy'd 
almoſt the whole Manufacture of Exrope : But France (who then 
alſo receiv'd woollen Drapery from us) agitated ſince that peace 
by a moſt ſfagacious Counſel (who underſtands the advantages 
of ManufaQtures and Navigation) and fild with an active and 
enterprizing people, *has unhappily added that Manufacture to 


the many other advantages they enjoy for commerce, above _ 
B 2 orner 
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other Nations; and hath all things propitious for the managing 
thereof except fine wooll, ſuch as ours is, to mix with their 
own: Muſt our Anceiiours proceedings then who were go- 
vern'd by reaſons farre different from ours, be preſidents to us? 
or is it not rather high time to employ our utmolt skill ro retain 
ſo neceſſary a Commodity at home. 

i have late'y met with one JAerchant of no ſmall pretences to the 
intrighes of Trade, who, although he will not allow that the Rates 
of wooll may encreaſe upon the repeal of our Lawes, (which 1s the 
prime reaſon alleadged fer repeal of the prohibition) yet aſſirms that 
if the prohibition were remov'd and due Impoſts charg'd upon wooll, 
it might thereby, better than by the prohibition, be either retain'd 
at bome, or renared ſo chargeable to our Neighbours that we might 
bave ſufficient advantages over themin that Manufaiture, 

To which, 1 anſwer. 

I. That he which affirms all this,, muit maintain that e's her his 
Majeſties Officers of His Cuſtoms will be more induſtrious to 
colleft the Duties,and Impolts fo to be charg'd on this Commodi- 
ty, than thcy were to make Seizures of it by vertue of the pro- 
hibition, tho they kada Moyety of the Seizure, or that the 
Exportcrs will be more conſciencious in paying His Majeſties 
Impoſts, than they were in obeying His Laws which proni- 
bitcd the Exportation, tho they ventured their necks into the 
bargain, or that the Forreigner may be leſs deſirous of it after 
the repeal than before. 

2. The Impoſts muſt be either much, or little; if much, it may 
be worth venturing to ſave the payment; as is too frequently 
practic'd in payments of the like Nature; but if they be little, 
" the payment of them will be caſily ballanc*d by the advantages 
our Neighbours have over us incheap dyet, labour, Sc. as has 
been a'ready ſhewed. 

If, to what bas been ſaid, it be reply'd that it 15 better export 
wooll, then neither wooll nor Drapery. 

1 Reqjoyn. 

7. That itis ſo, were it true that we exported no Drapery,and 
remain'd without hopes of evcr ſharing again in Forreign Mar- 
kets : but thanks be to God matters are not yet arrriv'd to ſoill 
terms, and probably never will, unleſs ſome aſpiring Neighbour 
(who may defign to engroſs all Traffic) beat us ovt of the Medi- 

terra- 
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terranean Sea, or that we let out our wooll by a Law. 

2, If wedoyet more effectually provide to keep our wooll at 
home, 'tis a thouſand to one but our Drapery will off: but if 
once we export our wooll by a Law (charge it with what Impoſt, 
and confine it to what Ports and ſeaſons you pleaſe, as ſome vain- 
ly orſlilypropoſc)we may bid an Eternal adieu to the Exportation 
our woollen Manufacture. 

Who will buy our wooll, ſeeing we {light it our ſelves ? will 
the French? to whatend ? to employ their people, and carry on 
a Manufacture as univerſal as their other deſigns, have they not 
of late charg'd our Drapery with heavy impoſitions, meerly to 
diſcourage its coming among them, the better to employ their 
own people ? and mult we then return the civility with ſuch ad- 
vantage to them ? | 

4. And laſtly, to export our wool] becauſe at preſent we want 
vent for our Drapery,is for ever to confirm in that want; andis a 


A 


choyce like pulling down my houſe for fear it may be burnt, or 


like hanging my ſelf lea't any other kill me. | 

If I be asK'd what we ſhall do with our wool ſeeing its Expor- 
tation is of ſuch dreaafull conſequence, and our Drapery ſo neg- 
leted at home, ; | 

T1 Anſwer. 

7. That tho we :cannot impoſe our Drapery on our Neigh- 
bours, yet we might eaſily nick ſomeof them in their Wines, 
Brandies, and Bawbles, which are as neceſſary for them to vent 
as Drapery is for us, and are as unprofitable for us to receive. 
And ſurely we might alſo provide yet-better to keep our wooll 
at home, | | 

2. And Secondly, ſecing the generality of Mankind purſues 
rather vain examples than rules of Reaſon, and wants judgment 
todiſcern things hurtful to the Public Authority, hath frequent- 
ly preſcrib'd the Subject in point of Ctothes : and he that conſi- 
ders the habitof our people at this day, might ſuppoſe ſilk, and 
not wooll the native commodity of this Kingdom. 

1 therefore bumbly propoſe. 

1. That the Laws againſt the Exportation of wooll be conſult- 
ed, and if upon enquiry they appear too ſhort to reach all the 
tricks and contrivances of the enormous Exportors, to provide 
yet further remedies again{ them : propoſing eſpecially large 

. rewards. 
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rewards and Characters of eſtecm to thoſe who ſhall, at any 
tim?, diſcover the Managers :of ſo ruinous a Commerce; the 
puniſhing of whoſe Eſtate (if they have any) and not the per- 
ſons,being poſſibly the moſt effteual means to animate informati- 
ons 3 becauſe moſt. men would rather make dicoveries, in this 
caſe, for gain to themſelves, than onely bring corporal puniſh- 
ment on others; and where the Criminals have no Eſtate, and 
are not apprehended to receive due puniſhment, the Diviſion, or 
Hundred, as in caſes of Robberies, ought to be fin'd to pay the 
Informer; it being certain, the Neighbourhood knows the Cri- 
minals and their Intrigues, and might without much difficulty 
cither apprehend or drive them out of the Country : and 'tis 
worth enquiry how farre ſome of thoſe very perſons commiſlio- 
nated to prevent theſe practices, are themſelves guilty of foment- 
ing them, as ſome do report: and then beſides, the wayes and 
methods to purſue theſe offendors and recover the Fines, ought 
to beas plain, ſhort, and eaſe, as the wiſdomof a Counſel can 
contrive : and where the diſcoveries are made by any one Em- 
ployed in theſe practices, Indemnity and Rewards ought to be 
provided for him alſo; and that fuch a Diſcoverer, or other ſingle 
witneſs (tho he hath profit thereby) ought to be ſufficient evi- 
dence, becauſe it is a work of Darkneſs, and more diſirucive 
than Robbery; it being better for us to run the harzard, that 
one man in ſeven years be injured by the perjury of an Informer, 
than that ſo many vile Offenders eſcape for want of witneſs, who 

have no benefit by the Seizure and evidence. | 
2, That a Law might paſs that every man uſing any Manual 
Occupation, Trade or Miſtery, Inholders, Marriners and Ma- 
ſters of Ships, and every perſon of like quality, not having an 
Eſtate,Real and Perſonal to ſuch a value,and the wife, widow and 
children of every ſuch, and the Child of every perſon not ha- 
ving an Eitate Real and Perſonal, to be limited by the Statute, 
being under eigfiteen years of Ape, (the Eſtates to be proved up- 
on Oath) who thall wear any manner of Garment or Stockings 
made of other then wool, flax, hemp, Cotten or Callico, ſhall for 
every offence forfeit tothe Poor of the Parith where the offence 
{hall be committed,a valuable Sum;and every Servant(other then 
the Domeltics of fome Peers of the Realm)offending in the premi- 
ſcs, ſhalt forfeir the like Sum : unleſs it appear upon Oath that the 
Garment 
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Garment &-c, ſo worn, was either made before the Statute, or 
ſince given by his or her Maſter or Miſtreſs : all which Forfei- 
tures upon the Oath of one credible witneſs, to be levied by war- 
« rant from two Juttices of the peace upon the offender, their hus- 
bands, Parents, &c. and for want of ſuch Diſtreſs. Imprifon- 
ment without Bayle, &c. And for the more vigorous execution 
.of ſo neceſſary a work, the two next Juſtices under ſome pe- 
nalty yearly to nominate and ſwear two or more honelt Inhabi- 
tants of every Pariſh. to execute the ſaid Act ; who for. their 
greater encouragement may receive ſome part of the Fine. And 
if any one pretend this Law may prejudice ſome thouſands of 
Silkweavers, ſome Mercers, &c, I more truly affirm the ſame 
will be abundantly recompenced by raiſing the Rates of Wooll, 
which will refreſh our Rents, by providing Employments 
for four times thar number of Breakers, Kembers, Carders, Spiz- 
ners, Weavers, Fullers, Shearmen, Clothiers, Drapers, &c, and 
by reducing an extravagant People toa decent and modeſt Appa- 
rel: And if His Majeſty, by paſſing ſuch a Bill, may poſſibly 
looſe ſomething at preſent in His Cuſtoms, it will.be happily 
ſupply'd by the glory redounding thereby to His Governmeut, 
by the hearty thanks and prayers of His intelligent Subjects, for 
ſo gracious an Act, and by continuing us in a condition to make 
good and ſuſtain ſo ſplendid a Revenue ; which will be impoſſ- 
ble to do, if we ſtill forſake and diſuſe our Growths and Manu- 
facturcs, and continue to conſume ſo muchof the Ferreign. 

3. And Laſtly, whereas the late Statute for burial in V'Vool- 
len hath not wrought the intended good effect, for want of Of- 
ficers to inſpect its execution, I humbly propoſe that ſome one 
honeſt Inhabitant of every Pariſh be, by thetwonext Juſtices of 
the Pcace,nnder ſome penalty,yearly nominated and ſworn to in- 
ſpect the Corps the Morning before interrment, and certifie the 
Miniſter under his hand that the defunct is wrapt according to 
the Statute; for which Certificate the ſearcher ſhall from the 
Exccitor, &c, (in caſe the defunct paid ſcot and lot) receive 
ſome ſmall ſee : and without which Certificate, the Miniſter un- 
der ſome penalty, may not inhume the Corps: a penalty pay- 
able to the poor of the Pariſh, and teniably by warrant from two 
Juſtices of the Peace, being alſolaid on thoſe who ſhall not com- 
ply with the ſaid Statute, or ſhall diſturb the Officer in doing 
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his duty. | 
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A Law on each of theſe Subjects, with right plac'd penalties, 
muſt neceſſarily quicken the conſumption of our Drapery ar 
home, enlarge our Markets abroad, and put a better value on our 
wooll than ſpare it on ſuch deſtructive & ruinous terms. And ifmy. 
Arguments have been too frivolous to prevail on the Judgement . 
of any man, who yet may remain diſfatisfied in the point, - 
heartily deſire him to believe, the ſame proceeds purely from the 
incapacity of the Undertzker ; being confident that tho my ſelf 
may not have been ſo lucky to draw out ſuch conquering Argu- 
ments as the ſubject may afford, yet arguments there are, invin- 
cible in the caſe; ----and that we mult by all the Mothods imagi- 
nable, promote the Manufaiture and wear of our. own woollen, 
moderate the conſumption of Wines, Silks and Camlers, prohibit 
Brandy, Coffee, and other idle and new fangled liquors, which 
hindring the expence of our own wholeſome drinks, ſubdue our 
Rents, prevent the importatation of a thouſand trifles, which 
draw our Treaſure from us, obviate Forreign Deſigns, and keep 
our Wooll at home, or periſh. 


